
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 25, 2010 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, October 

25, 2010, was called to order at 5:01 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in Community Classrooms A and B 

of Northern High School, 1000 Idaho, Portage, Michigan. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo 

Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Administration Present: Marsha Wells, Superintendent; Denise Bresson, Director of Curriculum 

and Professional Development; Jim French, Northern High School 

Principal; Ric Perry, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction; and Tom 

Vance, Community Relations Manager 

 

Staff Present:  Mike Huber, Northern High School Assistant Principal; Stacie Phillips, 

Teacher; Kevin Riggs, Northern High School Assistant Principal; and 

Justin Walker, Teacher 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

The Board received a presentation on the Northern High School - School Improvement Plan.  Principal, 

Mr. Jim French, led a discussion of Northern‟s target goals for this year, how they were selected, the key 

strategies taking place and their plans to evaluate progress.  Mr. French and his building chairs responded 

to Trustee questions. 

 

The Board called recess at 5:54 p.m. 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

October 25, 2010, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Community Room of 

the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 12 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo 

Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Wells recognized the achievements of the Central High 

Chamber Singers, Central Marching Band, Central and Northern football teams and the Central High soccer 

team.  She also recognized the achievements of Northern alum, Mr. John Knific, recently honored by 

Bloomberg BusinessWeek. 
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Mrs. Sarah Baker, Instructional Services Coordinator, shared details on Red Ribbon Week celebrations in the 

District.  She welcomed and introduced Ms. Tonya Collins, Kalamazoo County Substance Abuse Task Force 

Coordinator, who invited the audience to a “Community Action” meeting on October 26
th
 at 6:30 p.m. to 

discuss prescription drug abuse issues.  Ms. Collins provided background information on the Task Force and 

its core focus. 

 

Financial Report:  Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, presented a financial 

report for the first three months ended September 30, 2010, and shared a budget outlook from the 

Senate Fiscal Agency. 

 

The Business Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock, provided an update on American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act funds (ARRA) and the Edujob Act and responded to Trustee questions. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if 

there were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Van Antwerp explained guidelines 

the Board uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Dr. Millie Taraszka, 410 Marylynn Court, a citizen, inquired about semester science courses and the 

remaining Bond funds.  Superintendent Wells informed Dr. Taraszka that someone from the 

Administrative Team would contact her to answer her curriculum questions.  President Hollenbeck 

provided information on Bond contingency funds and millage impact. 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys responded to Dr. Taraszka regarding the science curriculum review noting this is a current 

year Board Goal. 

 

Mrs. Willson acknowledged and thanked fellow Board members for their support. 

 

Mr. Rathburn thanked Northern High Principal, Mr. Jim French, and his staff for their academic 

achievement presentation.  He encouraged citizens to attend these special meetings noting they are open 

to the public.  Mr. Rathburn added the Board meetings are being streamed on the internet.  Mr. Rathburn 

shared news of the successful Angling Road Elementary one mile fun run to promote healthy lifestyles 

and thanked the physical education staff for their support of this event. 

 

President Hollenbeck encouraged citizens to investigate all candidates‟ stances on education and 

exercise their civic responsibility and vote on November 2.  He corrected a quote by the Gazette noting 

District citizens supported the initial enhancement millage as well as the renewal.  President Hollenbeck 

shared details of the Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) Fall Conference and his 

recommendations to the voting delegates. 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 

 

As the Legislative liaison, Mrs. Kurdys acknowledged working with Mr. Robert Jones and offered 

condolences to his family.  She noted she would be a delegate at the MASB Fall Conference and 

requested any Board members to share thoughts on the ballot Resolutions.  Mrs. Kurdys provided a 
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Quality and Scorecard Ad Hoc Committee report and highlighted the scorecard was now accessible on 

the web site. 

 

The Owner‟s Linkage Ad Hoc Committee chair, Mr. Snyder, reported on plans for a parent survey and 

new communications tools being used in the District. 

 

Mr. Rathburn, chair of the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, shared news of the long-term 

facilities planning study, provided a construction report on 12
th

 Street Elementary, Northern High, 

Central High, and Lake Center, and discussed Bond budget contingency and technology bids. 

 

Mr. Van Antwerp discussed the updated Citizen Comment Log.  As liaison to the Curriculum 

Instruction Council, Mr. Van Antwerp reported on the academic achievement presentation received, 

Bylaw changes, and consideration of a web based assessment tool.  He reminded the audience of the 

upcoming Portage Education Foundation Fall Classic fundraiser to be held on November 14
th

. 

 

Mr. Snyder shared excerpts from a book entitled “Building Engaged Schools.” 

 

Mr. Rathburn announced plans to attend the Northern High School performance of „The Wedding 

Singer,‟ which will take place the second and third weekends in November. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

President Hollenbeck presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the Board 

of Education: The minutes of the September 27, 2010, Special Meeting and Regular Business 

Meeting; October 4, 2010, Policy Governance Session; and October 11, 2010, Special Meeting and 

Committee Of The Whole Work Session; Bylaw Revisions; and the Red Ribbon Week 

Proclamation. 

 

There being no requests for removal or objections to any items, President Hollenbeck declared 

approval by general consent. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

award the 14 bid categories for the Technology and Training Center Bid Package 2 in an amount 

not to exceed $1,215,713.00 from Bond Fund #1, as presented.   

 

Trustee discussion pertained to contingency funds, concern about a debt millage increase, and tabling this 

recommendation to allow further discussion. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, seconded by Mrs. Willson, to table the Technology and Training 

Center Bid Package 2.   

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, shared background information on the 

debt retirement fund, taxable values, and Bond funding.  Mr. Noverr and Superintendent Wells responded 

to Trustee questions regarding: the laptop purchase timeframe, approval of capital items, increasing the 

millage rate, tabling all items for further conversation, debt service projections, Board Policy and scope of 
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changes, clarification of options to reallocate projects, commitment to the original Bond proposal and the 

projects started as well as timing issues. 

 

Motion failed by a vote of 5-2. 

 

Motion offered by President Hollenbeck, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, to amend the original motion 

to award the 14 bid categories for the Technology and Training Center Bid Package 2 in an 

amount not to exceed $1,215,713.00 from Bond Fund #1, and with the understanding that the 

Administration does not use its contingency funds. 

 

During Trustee discussion, there was an agreement for the Administration to determine other means 

within the projects of Bond Fund #1 to cover the $104,713 in additional costs and report back to the 

Board. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

accept proposals for technology systems in the Technology and Training Center from Buist 

Electric, TPC Technologies and EPS in a combined amount not to exceed $101,580.75 from the 

2008 Bond Fund #1, as presented.   

 

Mr. Alex Ellingsen, Technology Consultant, Secant Technologies, responded to a Trustee question 

regarding bids received. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Snyder, that the Board of Education accept the 

quote from NETech for the purchase of 125 data switches and related equipment to support the 

District’s ongoing switch infrastructure upgrade for a total of $572,465.15 from the 2008 Bond 

Fund #1 , as presented.   

 

The Director of Information and Technology Systems, Mr. Dan Vomastek, responded to Trustee 

questions regarding: equipment earmarked for Central High and the prioritization of equipment 

purchases. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

accept the quote from NETech for the purchase of 260 wireless access points to support the 

District’s ongoing wireless network upgrade for a total of $165,690.20 from the 2008 Bond Fund #1, 

as presented.   

 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education 

approve the nomination of Sheila Labian, to the Special Education Parent Advisory Committee at 

the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency.  This appointment is for a three-year term 

which will expire in 2013, as presented.   
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Motion carried unanimously. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Mr. Vomastek provided background information on two technology recommendations: one to purchase 

714 laptop computers from Trivalent Group, Inc., for an amount not to exceed $698,292.00 from the 

2008 Bond Funds #1 and #2; and the recommendation to purchase 363 desktop computers from Trivalent 

Group, Inc., for an amount not to exceed $248,655.00 from the 2008 Bond Funds #1 and #2.  Mr. 

Vomastek responded to Trustee questions pertaining to the opportunity for cost savings, overview 

material on Bond projects, monitoring usage, the original Bond plans and future purchases. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education move 

the recommendation to purchase 714 laptop computers from Trivalent Group, Inc. for an amount 

not to exceed $698,292.00 to an action item. 

 

Motion carried by a vote of 6-1. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education approve 

the recommendation to purchase 714 laptop computers from Trivalent Group, Inc. for an amount 

not to exceed $698,292.00, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond Funds #1 and #2. 

 

Motion carried by a vote of 6-1. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session for the purpose of discussing attorney-client privileged material [Section 8 (h) of 

the Open Meetings Act]. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 8:15 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 8:22 p.m. 

 

Superintendent Wells provided an update regarding a student incident and a Freedom Of Information 

Act (FOIA) request. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

RED RIBBON WEEK 

October 23-31, 2010 

 

 

WHEREAS, tobacco, alcohol and other drug usage among young people is a serious 

concern; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that visible, unified prevention education efforts by 

community members be launched to reduce the demand for drugs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free Youth, the Michigan 

Communities In Action for Drug-Free Youth, and the Portage Public Schools are 

sponsoring the  National Red Ribbon Campaign offering citizens the opportunity to 

demonstrate their commitment to drug-free lifestyles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Red Ribbon Campaign will be celebrated in communities 

throughout America during "Red Ribbon Week", October 23-31, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, business, government, law enforcement, schools, religious institutions, 

service  organizations, youth, physicians, senior citizens, the military, sports teams, and 

individuals will demonstrate their commitment to drug-free, healthy lifestyles by wearing 

and displaying red ribbons during this week-long campaign; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage 

Public Schools does hereby proclaim October 23-31, 2010 as RED RIBBON WEEK, and 

encourage Portage citizens to participate in drug prevention education activities, showing 

our commitment to a drug-free community. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage Public 

Schools encourages all citizens to pledge:  My Choice . . . Drug-Free. 

 

Proclaimed this 25th day of October, 2010 

  Portage Public Schools Board of Education 

 


